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Editor: 

How could you be so remiss as to 
not get ‘‘Wiggs O’Neill’’ to identify 
that party bunch of Boston Bloomer 
Girls ball team on page 20 of your 
Sept-Oct issue. I’ll bet that Wiggs 
himself is right in the middle with the 
plaid bloomers on and the ace of 
spades sewn on his long-johns. 

Anyway congratulations on your 
luck in securing the pictures. Page 
Wiggs and let us know who the rest 
ofthem are. Good luckto your splen- 
did effort. 


Margaret L. Murray, 
Alaska Highway News, 
Fort St. John, B.C. 


## Thanks, Ma, I am sure Wiggs 
will rise to the occasion and step up 
and identify himself, despite the 
bloomers. Won’t you Wiggs? 
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Editor: 

Congratulations on the digest .... 
it’s getting better all the time. I 
still hope for the day when we can 
take in some local historical dramas 
based on your magazine. When you are 
up here and have some spare time to 
spend I hope you will drop in and talk 
about this. 


Ron East, Program Director 


Radio Station CKPG Ltd. 
Prince George, B.C. 


## Okay, Ron, will do, and thanks. 


Editor: 

In case you have not had an answer 
to your query concerning pictures on 
pages 26 and 27 of the October 1958 
issue, Iam writing to tell you what 
information I have. 

These pictures were taken Septem- 
ber 20, 1928, at the Centennial cele- 


Hotel 


849 WEST GEORGIA ST. 


bration of the arrival of George (later 
‘‘Sir’’) Simpson at Fort St. James, 
September 17, 1828. Governor Chas. 
Sale brought the costumes from the 
Hudson’s Bay Company Museum in 
London. 

The upper left must be the arrival 
of the canoes, George Simpson arrived 
in Fort St. James by land from Fort 
McLeod. Topright is the reinactment 
of the Carriers entering the Fort. 
Lower right, George Simpson with 
James Douglas greeting Chief Factor. 
Connolly and Indian Chiefs. Sir 
George Simpson was played by Chief 
Factor C.H. French; Chief Factor 
Archibald MacDonald, played by Mr. 
A.C. Murray at that time the oldest 
white inhabitant. (Mrs. Dan Rottacher 
of Williams Lake is his daughter. ) 

The celebration was suggested by 
His Honour Randolph Bruce, Lieuten- 
ant Governor at thattime. My father, 
the late Mr. Roderick’Mackenzie, at 
that time M.L.A. represented the 
government. I accompanied him. I 
have the medal struck to commem- 
orate the occasion and a booklet. 


Sincerely, 
Anne Mackenzie Stevenson. 


Williams Lake, B.C. 


## Thanks, Mrs. Stevenson, for 
adding more information about these 
photos. Our readers now have the 
full story about the Fort St. James re- 
inactment of George Simpson’s arrival 
at the historic trading post. 

The other information we requested 
from our readers was for more data 
on the famous bank robbery at Hazel- 
ton and has also been supplied... At 
a later date we will run an article 
giving all details and ably written by 
the ‘Admiral of the Skeena River’, 
Wiggs O’Neill of Smithers. Stan 
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FOR STEELHEAD: -- 
FOR RAINBOW -:- 


IS YOUR ASSURANCE 


OF FILLING 
YOUR CREEL 


Rough of Kitimat has located some 
excellent photos to illustrate the 
piece. 


Editor: 

I’ve been in the north country for 
about four years now, mostly at Prince. 
George and inthe Peace River country 
around Dawson Creek, and find that 
Vancouver is now in the forgotten 
limbo of the past. 

I’ve seen either briefly or long peri- 
ods the places about which the Digest 
writes and it keeps them very much 
alive for me. Sometimes this is un- 
comfortable as I want to fly in differ - 
ent directions when another edition 
appears. 

Anyhow this is my way of saying I 
like the Digest and wait expectantly 
for the next issue. 


D.G. Rea, 
Kitimat, B.C. 


Editor: 

Enclosed please find money order 
for a subscription to the Digest. 

I was in the Cariboo country in 1934 
-35 and panned gold at the French 
Flats onthe Quesnel River, also Baker 
Creek and the Fraser River. I then 
spent three years in the Yukon on 
Government survey with the Depart- 
ment of Mines and Resources. 
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I am in love with British Columbia 
and its people. However I am too old 
now to start hard work again but do 
expect to proceed to B.C., when I 
retire in the very nearfuture. In the 
meantime, thanks, and wish you and 
your magazine continued success. 


Geo. Wynne, 
L’ Abord-a-Plouffe, Que. 


Editor: 

We have just moved up here from 
Nelson, B.C., coming up by plane via 
Calgary and Edmonton and Dawson 
Creek. On one of the planes I was 
loaned your Digest and read all about 
the ‘Buckaroo’ of the Peace River, 
and was so interested that we decided 
to stay over for two days and nights 
in Fort St.John before coming to 
Prince George. 

While in Fort St. John we looked up 
the famed editor of the Alaska High- 
way News, Ma Murray, and her just 
as famous husband, George Murray, 
who was the popular Member of Par- 
liament for Lillooet when we knew the 
family many years ago. We found 
them just as busy and as hospitable 
as always, and enjoying life to the 
full in their Land Beyond the Peace. 

We heard there too, and have also 
read in the papers since, that your 
aerial shot of Fort St. John is quite 


TOOL & STAMPING WORKS 


Vancouver, B.C. 


the best that has been taken, and that 
your article is tops. 

For myself, I read the little book 
from cover to cover (including every 
advertisement) and, for more of the 
same, I am now enclosing a year’s 
subscription. I mailed my Buckaroo 
issue down to friends in Nelson, 
after I finally decided I could part 
with it, and now I think some of that 
family will be taking their next sum- 
mer holidays up in the north country, 
to see it for themselves. 


Sincerely, 
Mrs. John O’Shaughnessy, 
Prince George, B.C. 


## Thanks Mrs. O’Shaughnessy. 
However we can’t take credit for the 
aerial picture of Fort St. John. It was 
taken by Rudy Schubert of the oil com- 
munity. The issue was well accepted 
by Fort St.John. In fact we had to 
ship them 500 extra copies. 


Editor: 

In looking over the wonderful pic- 
tures you have dug up for the Sept- 
Oct and Nov-Dec Digests I was inter - 
ested in the pictures of the famous 
Clinton Hotel, now of course gone 
forever. Iremembered the first time 
I ever laid eyes on the old place - 
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Crew and equipment from Docherty-Blair erecting a three and one half ton, 100 foot telephone 
pole for Northwest Telephone Company in downtown Prince George. 
hauled the polealmost 500 miles from Kispiox north of Hazelton. 


DOCHERTY « BLAIR CONSTRUCTION CO. 


DIRT-MOVING CONTRACTORS and HEAVY HAULING SPECIALISTS 


Cedar Poles - For Power and Telephone Line 


MOVING - HAULING - EXCAVATING - BULLDOZING - TRACK-LAYING 


A Docherty-Blair truck 


Write For Estimates 


QUESNEL, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Editonal 


On the front page of the Cariboo 
Observer, the weekly newspaper at 
Quesnel, there appeared in November 
the following news item: ‘‘The man 
in Quesnel selling advertising for the 
B.C. Firefighter magazine is doing 
so without the permission of the Vol- 
unteer Fire Department. Fire Chief 
Chuck Beath said, ‘‘the fellow is tell- 
ing people that proceeds go to the 
Quesnel department. This isnot true. 
We have nothing to do with it.”’ 

Here is a concrete instance of a 
huckster taking money from a com- 
munity by deliberate misrepresenta- 
tion. In fact it goes beyond misrep- 
resentation. The fellow was appar- 
ently using straight lies. Nor is the 
case anisolatedone. The only unusual 
aspect is that it was exposed. 

Every year hundreds of thousands 
of dollars are drained from the In- 
terior by glib-tongued salesmen. 
They hustle everything from cheap 
jewellery to house-siding. For some 
reason they are very active in the 
advertising field. Individuals and in 
cases even teams of men and women 
converge on acommunity and blitz it. 
- They sell advertising for directories , 
travelguides, yearbooks, and many 
other such publications, some actual, 
some non-existent. These people are 
past masters at the art of selling. 

Their feelings for the businessmen 
they deal with are evident in the ex- 
pressive word they use to describe 
him. He isn’t a man or a women, 
isn’t someone giving employment to 
local people, paying local taxes, con- 
tributing to local charities, and sup- 
porting his community in many ways. 
He is none of these things. He is not 
even a human being, he is a ‘‘tap’’. 
And naturally the more he can be 
‘‘tapped’’ for, the better businessman 
they consider him to be. 

One annual last year tapped busi- 
nessmen in B.C. to the tune of over 
$60,000, and thousands of this came 
from the Interior. It was a typically 
smooth operation. The salesmen 
never stated that they were selling 
for the official B.C. Centennial pub- 
lication, but they gave this impression 
and didn’t bother to correct them- 
selves. Finally the B.C. Centennial 
Committee heard of the practice and 
issued news releases warning people 
not to be duped by this publication. 
But by then it was too late. 

Just about all one-shot efforts put 
out by these itinerant salesmen have 
one thing in common - they are a 
virtual waste of money from an ad- 
vertising standpoint. Before printed 
advertising can be of value it must 
have circulation, must be available 
to the public by subscription or from 
newstands. These one shot publica- 
tions have no subscription lists, nor 
are they generally available on news 
stands throughout the Province. There 


are usually only enoughcopies printed 
to give each advertiser one. 

Newspapers, radio stations, and 
other established media in the adver - 
tising field hesitate to criticize these 
borderline publications for fear of 
giving the impression of being afraid 
of opposition. Such ethics are proper 
if the opposition is honest. No one 
objects to ethical opposition, but un- 
ethical practices deserve to be ex- 
posed at every opportunity. 

In the Interior, businessmen are at 
last looking with suspicion at many 
of these publications, and several 
Boards of Trade have taken steps to 
protect their members. InKamloops , 
advertising salesmen from little 
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known media must have a letter from 
the Board authorizing them to canvass 
businessmen, and Terrace is com- 
piling a list of publications which they 
feel are worthless from an advertising 
standpoint. 

These are steps inthe right direct- 
ion and steps which have the support 
of all reputable publications. Controls 
of any kind are a thorny problem at 
best but they are necessary. As our 
roads improve and as the Interior 
grows the area becomes more and 
more tempting to the fast buck men. 
The easiest way to discourage them 
is to make it unprofitable for them to 
operate. A start has been made and 
it will undoubtedly gather momentum. 


Anda Genuine Air = : es et 
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“The Grater Canyons Newest aad Most Modern Hotel” 


Home of the Cog Grinders gemma 
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VANCOUVER’S GATEWAY TO INTERIOR B.C. , THE 
PEACE RIVER, AND THE ALASKA HIGHWAY. 


PAUL T. MIZONY 


The Klondike gold rush was the most famous in the history of treasure seeking. Tens of 
thousands of men rushed northward, among them a sprinkling of women, some ofthem with 
their children. This is the story of one of those youths, a sixteen year old who accompan- 


ied his parents in the first wave of humanitythat surged northward in 1897. 


While my parents and I were living 
in the mining town of Randsburg, Cal- 
ifornia during the early part of 1897, 
we heard rumors of a gold strike in 
Alaska, but we couldn’t get much de- 
tailed information regarding the re- 
port. In June we went to Los Angeles 
and while there «e heard more of 
the reputed strike. We learned that 
it was in a place called the Klon- 
dike, up near the North Pole, where 
during the winter the nights were six 
months long and inthe summer season 
the daylight hours were of the same 
duration. 

My parents, Mr. and Mrs. I. T. 
Mizony, who had always followed gold 
strikes or boom towns, thought that 
this new country would be a good place 
to go. I was sixteen years old at the 
time and this sounded like a great 
adventure. 

We left the United States in mid- 
December, 1897, and arrived at Jun- 
eau on December 31st. Juneau was 
as far as our steamer went and here 
we learned that a small harbor called 
Dyea was the actual setting out place 
for the overland iourney to the new 
gold field. Small launches ran be- 
tween Juneau and Dyea and Father 
booked passage on one of these called 
‘The Mayflower’’. There were about 
ten of us on board and we were cer- 
tainly a confused group since none of 
us had the faintest idea of what was 
ahead. 


The Summit of Chilkoot Pass as it looked to a stampeder after fighting 
his way to the top. Sheep Campisthecluster of tents at the bottom. For 
two yearsa streamof menfought their way tothetop, not once but dozens 
of times each since all had to have supplies to last a year. According 
to official records over 60,000 men passed over the trail in two years. 


Mrs. Mizony beside one of the stores 
the family operated during the gold 
rush. 


We arrived at Skagway just as the 
town was ushering in January Ist, 
1898, and the flash of rifles and re- 
volvers lit up the sky. When we 
realized they were shooting with real 
bullets we became a very subdued 
group indeed. We unloaded some of 
the passengers and freight at Skagway 
and proceeded for Dyea, but the night 
was dark, the tide was going out, and 
we ended up stuck hard and fast ona 
sandbar. 

We tried to sleep on the cushioned 


Miner’s caches of supplies at the top of the Chilkoot Pass. 
each cache has a marker stick beside it. 


settee, but everytime a wave hit the 
boat we would all go rolling in a heap 
on the deck. Quite an experience, 
especially with two drunks aboard. 
However at daylight the rising tide 
refloated the launch and we journeyed 
slowly towards Dyea. On arrival we 
were surprised to see that there were 
no wharves or piers. The boat went 
toward shore as faras possible, then 
the crew put on hip boots and carried 
passengers pig-a-back to shore. 
Freight was loaded on a scow which 
was then shoved as far as possible 
toward shore then transferred to 
horse drawn wagons for the remaining 
distance uptown. 

We registered at a small hotel and 
after paying our bill father found that 
he had just $1.75 left. By good for- 
tune we metan old family friend from 
Vancouver, B.C. who had opened a 
furniture store and he gave me a job 
asaclerk and handyman. Father and 
mother got a job in a large hotel as 
first and second cooks. In about six 
weeks my parents had saved about 
$200 so they decided to start a small 
business of their own in a tent. 

They baked pies and made dough- 
nuts and sold a small piece of pie or 
two doughnuts and a cup of coffee for 
fifty cents. I helped out by waiting on 
the trade and washing dishes. The 
men were hungry for home cooked 
pastry and we did a big business. A 
couple of weeks later we sold the 


Note that 
This was necessary because 


snowfall was extremely heavy and could completely cover the supplies 


already on the Summit while the stampeder was carrying up another 


load. 


Photos by E. A. Hegg 


business for $600. 00. 


I soon noticed that in the north 
names did not mean much to the ma- 
jority of people. They were either 


called by their first names or given 
anickname. As we claimed San Diego , 
California, as our residence we were 
known as ‘‘San Diego’’. A friend of 
ours who came from the same place 
and had been a former Chief of Police 
was known as “‘Chief’’. Other people 
had names tacked onto them in like 
manner. 

Father bought a stock of general 
merchandise in Skagway and we head- 
ed for Sheeps Camp, which was about 
fifteen miles up the valley from Dyea. 
While my parents ran the store, I set 
up shop at the foot of the famous 
Chilkoot Pass, at a place called the 
Scales, so named because here those 
who were hiring packers weighed their 
goods there. I had a tent and inside 
was aroughboardcounter and asmall 
Yukon stove. I sold pie, doughnuts 
and coffee which I packed up fresh 
every morning from Sheeps Camp 
where mother did the baking. 

Everyone entering the Yukon had to 
have one ton of supplies which made 
travelling very slow. The stampeders 
would pack their goods on a sled and 
with one man at the front pulling and 
the other man atthe rear pushing and 
guiding with a gee pole. They would 
travel several miles then unload their 
goods and cover it with a tarpaulin. 
This was known as a cache. They 
would then go back to their base and 
get another load until everything was 
moved. After the new camp was 
established, the moving process was 
repeated for another few miles. 

No one disturbed these caches, if 
they did they would be subject to a 
miners court and punished. One day 
at Sheeps Camp, two men were caught 
stealing from some of these caches 
and the trialwas short. One man was 
tied to a post and lashed witha black- 
snake whip after which he was ban- 
ished from the country. The other 
man broke away from hiscaptors and 
shot himself. 

Those who could afford it had their 
goods packed by horse or mule train. 
Accidents would happen to some of 
these animals and if it was serious 
they would be put out of their misery 
and hauled offto the side ofthe trail. 
As the winter snow deepened they were 
covered over, and it was not unusual 
for some of the stampeders to find 
that they had pitched their tent over 
a carcass of one of these animals, 
especially when the snow started to 
melt from the heat inside the tent. 
Many men were affected by snow 
blindness and to overcome this they 
would blacken around their eyes with 
pieces of charcoal, which made them 
look like a group of spectacle bears. 


Continued on Page 18 


The new home of the Museum of Northern British Columbia at Prince Rupert 


MUSEUM OF THE NORTH 


In our Sept-Oct. edition we published a letter by Mr. J. F. Munro of Prince Rupert 


giving details about one of his city’s Centennial Projects--that of building a 


museum. We are 


new 


pleased to present this article which gives further information 


on a project which is a valuable asset to the city and to B.C. in general. 


Six-year-old Martha Lawson of 
West Vancouver likes to go to bed 
with a good book. The one she tucks 
under her pillow at night turns out to 
be ‘Totem Poles and Their Legends’ , 
by Marius Barbeau! Or she’ll insist 
on being read one as a bedtime story. 
It merely proves the allure of the 
totem poles to young and old alike, 


for Martha’s grandmother is curator 
of the Museum of Northern British 
Columbia, in Prince Rupert. And 
going farther back, Martha can claim 
Sir James Douglas and his Indian 
princess as ancestors. 

Martha’s most treasured possess- 
ion is a five-foot Thunderbird totem 


Photos and text by 
Richard and Lynn 


Harrington 


pole carved especially for her by 
Chief Charles Dudoward, of Fort 
Simpson on the Nass River. Chief 
Dudoward recently carved the seventy 
foot replica of the Wolf totem pole 
which stands in front of Prince Ru- 
pert’s attractive new museum. The 
original Wolf pole stood on a rocky 
mound, in one of Prince Rupert’s 
parks, until it was found too decayed 


Continued on Page 26 


by FRANK H. ELLIS 


A far sighted group of businessmen and a fearless pilot started 
commercial aviation in the Yukon. This is the true story of the 
beginning of the endeavour, written by Canada’s leading author- 


ity on early day aviation in the Northwest. 


The ‘‘Queen”’ at San Diego, California, just after she came out of the 
factory. Then she was taken north by pilot Andy Cruickshank and 
made flying history. 


Numerous stories written about 
flying in the Canadian north country 
have given the false impression that 
all ‘bush’ pilots were of the devil- 
may-care type. Few it seems, had 
much regard for their passengers 
safety, and apparently none at all for 
their own. 

Nothing could be so utterly false in 
the light of true facts. The companies 
who pioneered flying in the north, 
employed only skilled airmen, and 
highly trained engineers, all of whom 
could be fully relied upon, both in the 
air and on the ground. Northern fly- 
ing conditions required pilots who 
could reach their objective, flying 
by dead reckoning and common sense , 
ifneeds be. Todothat, over unmapped 
country, with non-existent radio fa- 
cilities, called for flight sense of the 
highest order. 

During the pioneer period when the 
north was opened up by air, govern- 
ment subsidiary, in the form of finan- 
cial aid, just did not exist. Every 
dollar the companies earned was won 
through good organization, and the 
flying capabilities of their pilots. 
Troubles which frequently loomed up 
were to be expected as part of the 
job, and they, with many other prob- 
lems, were met and overcome the 
hard way, simply by trial and error. 


Continued on Page 25 
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Jade jewelery 
at St. George’s 
School. The 
jade on the 
Fraser between 
Lytton. and 
Lillooet is 

of very high 
quality and 
every spring 
churning 
waters of the 
Fraser uncover 
new rocks. 

The area is 
becoming 
famed all 

over the 
Continent for 

} its gems. 


FRASER RIVER JADE 


The junction of the Fraser and Thompson rivers at Lytton. The 
gravel bars of the Fraser are the prime search areas for the rockhounds. 


by 
RON PURVIS 


Fraser River jade was first re- 
corded by Captain Cook. While win- 
tering in Queen Charlotte Sound, Cook 
made reference in his records to the 
‘axe and hatchet stone’ found in the 
Fraser River gravels. Next we have 
George M. Dawson, a geologist and 
doctor of science who readily recog- 
nized the stone as true jade. His 
paper called ‘Notes onthe Occurrence 
of Jade in British Columbia and its 
employment by the Natives’, appears 
in the Canadian Record of Science for 
April, 1887. 

Following completion of the rail- 
way, a large number of Chinese la- 
bourers were free to join the gold 
seekers on the Fraser River. Gold 
they undoubtedly found, and of still 
more value to the Oriental was jade. 
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By GEORGE L. McMAHON 


PRESIDENT, PAciFIC PETROLEUMS Lrp. 


HE whole history of Canada has been one of pushing back frontiers. While we, 
in our superiority of hindsight might decry the past development of Canada 
along a narrow strip of our southern boundary as being short-sighted, we must 

remember that every foot of the push westward was breaking a new frontier. Our 
hats are off to those hardy pioneers who dared to keep moving ever westward and 


consolidated our land into a great nation. 


This western frontier has been con- 
quered. We have built our railways and 
highways, lands, 
established our industries and along this 


populated our rich 


narrow strip are now expanding at an 
almost phenomenal rate. There is much, 
very much more to do, but we are on 
our way. 

Tardily, but nevertheless now, we are 
earnestly turning our heads northward 
to tap one of the richest areas on earth. 

For some reason this north of ours 
has been depicted as a cold, thankless 
land of ice, snow, sled dogs, and Royal 
Canadian Mounted Policemen. You see 
it everywhere—in the movies, in books, 
in comic strips 


and this feeling I fear, 
also pervades the mind of far too many 
of our fellow Canadians. 


Just stop for a moment and take a 
look at the globe. The great City of 
Glasgow, for example, is a northern city 
and if moved to Canada it would lie 
somewhere north of Prince George. Mos- 
cow, which is no small establishment in 
its own right, would be in the vicinity 
of Fort St. John, and Leningrad, another 
important city whose residents have also 
had an influence on the affairs of the 
world, wouldn’t be too far away from 
what many of us consider “remote” Fort 
Nelson in northern British Columbia. 


These examples aren’t meant to be 
political; merely to show that population 
centers thrive and grow greater at lati- 
tudes that most of the western world 


Continued on next page 


and, what is more, even many Canadians 
think of as the forbidding north. 
Canada’s leaders are now beginning 


to awaken to its northern potentialities 


George L. McMahon 


Matthews phot 


but it is still going to take the good work 
of organizations such as yours to make 
us realize just what we have and what 
we are, 

Whenever I speak of the north I can 
never overcome a feeling of awe in the 
fact that we 
rich and abundant land. 


Canadians possess such a 


This northern country of ours has a 
superabundance of the resources that 
we and the rest of the world need. All 
we have to do is develop them wisely. 

Let’s take a look at just a few of 
these resources. To the east there are 


Pacific Fort St. John Well No. 52 in the prolific Fort St. John gas field. 
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The Alaska Highway, wh 


Northern B.C. and the Yukon. 


ich has playe 
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da major role in making possible the development of 
Oilexploration is being carried out alongmost of its length 


in Canada and northward even beyond the Arcticcircle. Much of the country traversed by 
the Highway is so swampy that oil exploration can be carried out only in winter when the 


ground is frozen. 


But despite all hardships the frontier is rapidly being pushed to the fringe 


of the Arctic ocean, and the search for gas and oil has been the driving force. 


uranium and minerals of ali kinds; 
farther west are the fabulous tar sands 
that contains as much oil as has been 
found in the world today; still west- 
ward are more minerals, oil de- 
posits, large natural gas fields, for- 
ests for pulpwood, farm lands par 
excellence, and some of the greatest 
hydro-electric sites in the world. 

In this article I would like to con- 
fine myself to the sectionofthe north 
I know the best; mainly the area 
drained by the Peace River and its 
tributaries. Thisisa vast land, whose 
resources are capable of supporting 
a nation in itself. Butitis a land that 
has lain dormant for nearly 200 years. 

It was in 1793 that Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, the first white man to 
reach the Pacific Ocean overland, 
ynade his discovery trip through this 


12 


district, set up. his forts and began 
the first northern development. As 
you know Mackenzie was more than a 
decade ahead of the American ex- 
plorers, Lewis and Clark, and his 
discoveries and the interest they 
stimulated were responsible for keep- 
ing this great land within the Confed- 
eration of Canada. 

But, although Mackenzie opened the 
door to a fabulous new Empire, only 
trappers anda few adventurers passed 
through it into the land of the‘Mighty 
Peace’ during the next 100 years or 
more. Later though, as the west 
began to fill up, the great land rush 
following World War 1 saw for the 
first time large scale farming activ- 
ities on the lush prairie lands of the 
Peace River block. It was a slow 
development but during the years this 
country became known for its prolific 


grain crops whose high quality practi- 
cally never failed to win the world 
championships at agricultural fairs 
and exhibitions. 

Then after the end of World War 11, 
which saw the construction of the 
vitally important Alaska Highway, 
growth began in earnest. It is a 
growth that has been so phenomenal 
that few of us yet have had time to 
assess it. Isolated little towns have 
become cities and new communities 
have sprung up everywhere. There 
have been new farms, new schools, 
new homes and new industries. For 
the first time in Canada’s history the 
north is awakening. 

The potentialities were all there 
and are still there. It took only imag- 
ination and hard work to set the Peace 
afire. And this is just the start. But 
before I look to the future, I would like 


to outline the growth in terms of the 
development of the natural gas and 
oil industry, and I feel very honored 
to be able to mention that our com- 
panies were among the pioneers in 
this development. 


It was in 1921 that natural gas was 
first discovered inappreciable quan- 
tities near Pouce Coupe not far from 
the Peace River itself and close to the 
British Columbia - Alberta border. 
However, as natural gas inthose days 


P. G. E. inaugural trains at Fort St. John last October. Thenorthward 
extension of the Provincial owned railway was undoubtedly spurred by 
the tremendous gas and oil discoveries in the ‘Land beyond the Peace’. 


BOX 283 
BURNS LAKE, B. C. 


PHONE 2F 
BASE ON TCHESINKUT LAKE 


SPORTSMEN, 
TIMBER CRUISING - 
PROSPECTING 


ALL CHARTERED TRIPS ARRANGED FOR 


SURVEYING 
SIGHTSEEING 
LET US ARRANGE YOUR BIG GAME HUNTING TRIP 


1 - 2-4-5 PLACE PLANES AVAILABLE 


was considered a useless commodity 
the well was capped and the companies 
moved on seeking oil. 

Then, as the natural gas industry 
in the United States began to grow 
after the end of the war, our com- 
panies felt that this area would be the 
logical source of supply for British 
Columbia and the Pacific Coast. We 
began our drilling program in 1948, 
and by 1951 had made the first really 
major discoveries of natural gas. Our 
own firms and companies from all 
parts of the world continued this de- 
velopment in both northern Alberta 
and British Columbia, and large re- 
serves of natural gas were proven in 
an area which exceeds 100 million 
acres. 

Our own operations have been con- 
fined to that part of the north country 
lying in northeastern British Colum - 
bia east of the Rocky Mountains and 
the adjoining northwest part of Alber - 
ta. This area is commonly known as 
‘The Peace River’ country. 

Although we can Say that the surface 
has been only scratched in British 
Columbia in the search for oil and 
gas, success to date has been except- 
ional. Out of 230 wells drilled as 
exploratory ventures, 104 have been 
successes. This is a wildcat dis- 
covery rate of more than 45 percent, 
which is outstanding in the oiland gas 
business of this continent when you 
realize that elsewhere in North Amer - 
ica the ratio of successes to failures 
is one productive well to nine dry 
holes. 

Pacific Petroleums’ original dis- 
coveries in the Fort St. John and other 
areas have been followed by still 
further discoveries up the Alaska 
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Highway. almost to the Yukon border. 
Practically all major oil companies 
are engaged in this search and during 
the past year have brought in a large 
number of new wells. The most sig- 
nificant strikes recently were Dome 
Explorations’ LaPrise Creek and the 
Pacific Fort Nelson well, 350 miles 
up the Alcan Highway. 

Another well of international im- 
portance on the other edge of the 
northland is the recent huge natural 
gas discovery at Berland River, north 
of Edmonton. This well found more 
than 500 feet of pay zone in the Dev- 
onian and was completed with an open 
flow potential of more than one billion 
and a half cubic feet of gas a day. 

Thisis, asfar asI know, the largest 
gas well in the world and it may be 
the discovery well in one of the most 
important gas fields on this continent. 

Abillion and ahalf cubic feet of gas 
a day is more than twice the capacity 
of Westcoast Transmission Com- 
pany’s large diameter pipeline. It is 
more than all Alberta can use, and 
more than enough to fill the Trans- 
Canada pipeline as well. 

During the recent Borden Com- 
mission hearings in Calgary leading 
world geologists testified to the po- 
tentialities of this northern area 
stretching through British Columbia 
and Alberta and on into the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories. These geol- 
ogists and engineers estimated that 
the natural gas reserves of this area 
may exceed ninety trillion cubic feet 
-- a figure close to the entire known 
gas reserves ofthe United States just 
a few years ago. 

With the.gas discoveries growing 
more frequent, oil has been dis- 
coveredinmany areas. The Boundary 
Lake field on the British Columbia - 
Alberta border covering several 
townships appears to be a major dis- 
covery. These huge reserves of gas 
and oil will mean also that further 
natural gas pipelines will be built 
from the north. They will also be 
followed by an oil line and probably 


The Westcoast pipeline 


and plant construction aes 
Associated refineries and producers’ gathering systems — 


a products line to markets in popu- 
lated areas. 

There has been so much talk about 
gas and oil development in Canada 
that it is difficult to remember what 
a newcomer this industry is. When 
we look back only ten years ago, we 
realize that we were just getting 
underway. At that time there was no 
production in the north, and none too 
much in the south either. 

It’s hard to realize howfar we have 
come in a mere tenyears. I predict, 
though, we will go a lot farther in the 
next ten. The opening up of the natural 
gas fields alone in the north may not 
seem such a remarkable event. But 
I’d like to emphasize the impact that 
this industry has had on the develop- 
ment of the north country. For ex- 
ample, in just the past few years it 
has: resulted in the construction of 
Canada’s first major natural gas 
pipeline; meant large industries in 
the Peace River area; brought hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars into Can- 
ada; resulted in the completion of 
Canada’s first north-south railway; 
meant a sudden population growth, 
more wealth and better living for all. 

I don’t like to dwell too much on 
figures but I believe you will be in- 
terested to learn that the direct ex- 
penditures arising out of the initial 
opening of the natural gas fields, and 
the construction of the Westcoast 
Transmission Company’s natural gas 
pipeline will soon exceed three quar- 
ters of a billion dollars; and at the 
same time more than ten thousand 
persons will have new jobs. 

Also, Crown revenues from natural 
gas andother royalties as wellas land 
rentals will exceed eighty million 
dollars over the next twenty years; 
while Canada will receive in United 
States dollars a sum in excess of one 
half of a billion dollars over a twenty 
year period for the purchase of the 
natural gas from the Canadian north, 
to which it is already committed. 

The expenditures whichI mentioned 
include: 


$200,000,000 
20,000,000 


Exploration and drilling expenditure to date —.. 50,000,000 
Pipelines and distribution systems in northern Alberta and northern 

interior and mainland British Columbia —~ 50,000,000 
Additional distribution expenditures planned, some of which are now 

under way , 30,000,000 
Investment by gas consumers—so . far in British Columbia (200,000 

consumers at $200 each) siigss eg 20,000,000 
Pacific Great Eastern Railway extension 50,000,000 
Initial investments by new plants and industries moving in to utilize gas 100,000,000 
TOTAL investment for projects completed and/or underway $520,000,000 
Exploration and drilling to provide additional 5 trillion cubic feet of 

gas (already asked for by markets) 125,000,000 
Additional pipeline expenditures to transmit additional volumes 125,000,000 


$770,000,000 


This, if I may use a slightly over- 
worked word, is ‘fantastic’, but this 
is actually what has happened within 
the past few years. It is the most 
graphic way to show what happens 
when you start developing our north- 
lands. 

This is only the beginning and I think 
that facts will bear me out. For ex- 
ample, with the coming of the natural 
gas industry the Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway was able to push out from 
Vancouver all the way to the Peace. 
This extension will give the great 
Peace River farming region access 
to Vancouver, to the Pacific Coast, 
and to world markets. 

All this incomparable growing area 
will have transportation and with 
transportation comes unprecedented 
development. Although I am not an 
agricultural expert I predict that 
some day we will see the cattle and 
the grain industry of what we once 
considered the ‘remote’ north become 
one of our country’s great assets. At 
the present time over one million 
acres are under cultivation, repre- 
senting less than ten percent of the 
arable land. 

Transportation, though, isn’t rail- 
ways alone. Itis highways, pipelines, 
and airlines. They are all vital. For 
example, if it hadn’t been for the 
Alaska Highway the development of 
this huge area would have been re- 
tarded for years. Without this high- 
way we would have found it almost 
impossible to move our drilling rigs; 
without the highway I seriously doubt 
if today’s major gas fields would have 
been discovered yet, and without the 
highway the pipeline might never have 
been built. 

The construction of the highway 
meant that another frontier had been 
penetrated. The building of the West- 
coast pipeline, I feel, was another 
historic occasion in transportation 
for northern Canada, and for that 
matter, the entire nation as well. 
This pipeline, the first large diameter 
long distance pipeline in Canada, 
stretches from the Peace River coun- 
try of Alberta and British Columbia 
to Vancouver and the International 
border. 

The Westcoast pipeline, large as it 
is, is only the beginning. Other in- 
dustries which follow in its footsteps 


"Finally caught something, eh?" 


are growing rapidly. At Taylor, on 
the banks of the Peace River south of 
Fort St. John, we already have a major 
gas-scrubbing plant, refinery, and 
sulphur plant. This is the first big 
industry of this part of the north and 
it is now providing dry pipeline gas 
for the Westcoast line, is making 
British Columbia self-sufficient in 
sulphur, is providing propane, butane , 
gasoline, other fuels, and by-pro- 
ducts. 

This refinery and its associated 
refinery at Dawson Creek have not 
only cut the cost of gasoline for the 
Peace River area but are now pro- 
viding asphalt for paving the highways 
of the north. 

Those of you who will be taking a 
trip north will see a fine new ribbon 
of black asphalt stretching north and 
west from DawsonCreek. This is the 
start of the paving of the entire Alaska 
Highway and it is being done by north- 
ern asphalt from northern fields. You 
will also see asphalt on new airports 
and side roads, and when you return 
in future years you will see thousands 
of miles of roads throughout our 
entire northern interior blacktopped 
with the same product to provide year 
round transportation so vital to the 
growth of the north. 

While on the subject of northern 
development I have stressed trans- 
portation as the key to progress. We 
can find our natural gas and our oil, 
we can develop our hydro project and 
can have the world’s finest agricul- 
tural lands, but if we don’t bring all 
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these products to market then they 
avail us nothing. 

In view of the great controversy 
that has revolved around the sale and 
movement of natural gas from Canada 
I would like to draw a parallel here 
between our Canadian fields and those 
in Texas around the turn of the cen- 
tury. 

Gas was produced and sold for 
domestic and industrial fuel in that 
state nearly forty years ago but con- 
sumption was sosmall and restricted 
to local sales so thatthe gas virtually 
was given away. Gas continued to be 
discovered and produced for the next 
thirty years but commanded only a 
cent or so per thousand cubic feet (in 
many cases less than one cent) and 
not worth the cost of drilling. 
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One of the Chilcotin’s best known ranchers, Pan Phillips, and Home ranch. 
Pan is carrying water while Betty weeds the garden. A 60 mile wagon 
road is their only connection with civilization at Anahim Lake. 


Zeke, son of Alfred Bryant of A 


and cows, of haying and brandin 


game parties in the fall, of mou 


Indian moosehide and beadwork are i Spats 
; ate ; of all other aspects of life on th 
famed trademarks of the Chilcotin. 

Here aChilcotin Indian woman, Mary 
Cassam, is making moccasins which 
will be quickly purchased by summer 


tourists. 


, these people of the Chilcotin. They 
stance even today is measured not in 

of hours and even days by horseback 
another. The Chilcotincovers some 

mountain rimmed plateau, slashed by 
ted with lakes and mountain muskegs. 
yof economy, but the region has rec- 
by the sportsman and in summer the 
mn the hunter fan out to the remotest 

section of the great Northwest. 


m Lake. His world is that of horses 
a round-up and cattle sale, of big 

n meadows and winding streams, and 
ontier. 


All photos by Richard Harrington 
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= Typical of Chilcotin ranchers 


is Lester Dorsey of Anahim 
—# Lake. Lester looks as if he 
just stepped off a movie 
screen--with one major 

i Mm difference. The movie types 
wa look the way they do because 
~,. of a make-up man’s ability. 
“4 The Chilcotin rancher comes 
“4 by his make-up honestly. It 
is the the direct result of a 
ie lifetime spent in the saddle. 


wa 7 ft The ideal holiday for a ranch 
y- “24 cowboy is to attend a rodeo 
.» ™ and compete in the events. 
> 7 ® He likes a dash of color, 
. . “? and handpainting a shirt 
tae .~ to satisfy this taste is 
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Nazko country. 


Some people strongly opposed any 
plan to pipe gas out of Texas into any 
other areas on the theory that. by 
restricting the shipment of gas, in- 
dustry could be lured to the state 
where it was produced. Proponents 
of inter-state gas shipments pre- 
sented the argument that gas was no 
different from any other commodity 
and had to be sold in the markets 
where it would bring the best return 
to the people of the state. At first 
they came up against a blank wall. 
Then some sections of Texas offered 
free gas to induce industry to come. 
There were no takers. 

The answer was clear, the thinking 
began to change and interstate gas 
shipment was allowed. The propon- 
ents of transporting gas to market 
through long distance pipelines were 
proved right for by selling the gas at 
a fair price, development of the gas 
and oil industries were encouraged, 


KID ON THE KLONDIKE 
Continued from Page 7 


One day during the early part of 
April, father had to go to Dyea on 
business and instead of going to the 
foot of Chilkoot Pass as usual, Istayed 
home with mother. It was a simple 
decision, the type that people make 
daily, yet it saved my life. 

During the morning we could see 
snowslides cascading down the moun- 
tains surrounding us but trees and 
rocks held the slides from our little 
settlement. About 11 o’clock an old 
man stumbled into camp and kept 
pointing up the trail. He was abso- 
lutely speechless from fright and only 
by asking him questions to which he 
shook his head or nodded did we learn 
that a bad snowslide had taken place 
about a mile and a half up the trail. 
All able bodied men hurried to the 
point and started digging for the vic- 
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and new industries were established. 
It would be almost impossible to 
assess the great benefits to Texas 
that followed. 

There is little difference between 
the situation inCanada today and that 
of Texas forty years ago. Even our 
Canadian north is less isolated now 
than Texas was then, and our Cana- 
dian north has greater potentialities. 
We have gas, oil, minerals, hydro 
power, timber, agriculture, and all 
other resources that make a country 
great. All we have to do is market 
them through the proper means of 
transportation. 

As one who has worked and lived 
in the north and who has seen its 
development take place so suddenly , 
I feel we are atthe beginning ofa new 
era. I know that in the past few years 
there have been many prophets of 
doom who have called the northland 
nothing but a waste territory, incap- 


tims. When they finally finished, 
over sixty bodies were brought out. 
The trouble had started the night 
before when snowslides had started 
tumbling down Chilkoot Pass and 
killed one woman. At daybreak those 
atthe foot of the pass where I had my 
coffee bar decided they should all 
leave and head back for safety at 
Sheeps Camp. A snowstorm was 
blowing so they took a long rope as a 
lifeline and each held onto it, the old 
man leading and the end man hauling 
the body of his wife on a sled. An 
avalache thundered down and as far 
as I remember the old man was the 
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able of supporting life and growth. 
But I would like to say that these are 
people who lack the foresight and 
energy of the pioneers who made this 
country great. This is no country for 
the dark outlook, or for the people of 
gloom. 

There can be no project of greater 
interest to Canadians or of greater 
reward than that of development of the 
last great frontier in North America 
-- itis truly the awakening ofa giant. 


THE END > 
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the rapids and many were buried in unknown graves. 


s 


Two years ago when a new sub-division 


was opened on the east bank of the Yukon at Whitehorse, several skeletons of those drowned in 


the rapids were unearthed. 


only one who escaped. 

Providence was with me that day 
because had father not gone to Dyea, 
I would have been returning with the 
group. As it was one of our friends 
hiked many miles down the valley to 
help my folks because he had heard 
that I was among those caught in the 
slide. To me this was a noticeable 
feature of the stampede. Most of the 
men would make almost any sacrifice 
when they thought assistance was 
needed. 

At the Pass the climate was very 
rugged which resulted in a great deal 
of sickness. One of the men we knew 
had a brother who died from pneu- 
monia and I was asked to help bury 
him. A coffin was made out of rough 
lumber and hauled on a hand sled to 
the place of burial about a quarter of 
a mile away. As the ground was 
frozen a hole about three feet deep 
had to be blasted out with dynamite , 
the coffin then lowered and covered 
with the frozen lumps of dirt. After 
this partof the ordeal was completed 
we could see the box between the clods 
of dirt about a foot and half below the 
surface ofthe ground. The same con- 
dition existed in other graves in the 
cemetary. 

The big obstacle to the Klondikers 
was Chilkoot Pass, a steep climb up 
a mountain for about a half a mile. 
From morning until night a steady 
stream of men with packs on their 


Hougen photo 


backs clawed their way to the top 
where they would establish another 
cache. Some carried a long handle 
shovel and when ready to make the 
trip down, they would sit on the shovel 
blade with the handle between their 
legs and whizz down the mountain in 
nothing flat. 

Those who could afford to have 
their goods taken up by packers paid 
from two to six cents a pound, the 
difference in price depending upon 
how busy the packers were. One day 
an Indian packed a two hundred and 
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twenty-five pound barrel of pitch up 
the Chilkoot, the heaviest load taken 
at one time by any man. 

A little later on some men erected 
a freight carrying device consisting 
ofa cable and a stoneboat sled, oper- 
ated by a winch. The strangest sight 
I saw was a man who weighed close 
to five hundred pounds being hauled 
up Chilkoot Mountain by the stonesled. 
He was so fat he had to be tied on so 
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that he would not roll off. 

In the spring of 1898 some men who 
came out from the Klondike informed 
my father that if luxuries were taken 
to Dawson big money could be made. 
So at the end of April, 1898, we had 
all of our goods loadedon sixty burros 
which packed the supplies to theScales. 
Here they were loaded, weighed, 
and packed tothe summit of Chilkoot. 
At the summit we were in Canada, 
where we paid duty on our goods and 
had them inspected. for contraband 
liquor. We made arrangements to 
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$3,500 worth of gold. 
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have our merchandise transported 
from the summit to Lake Lindeman, 
several miles away, and started out 
ourselves. 

For our own use we had a six foot 
sled and on it an eight by ten tent, a 
Yukon stove, blankets, a couple of 
rubber ponchos, an axe, some food, 
extra clothing and a tarpaulin. 

Right away we got caught in a sleet 
storm, so doing our best we pitched 
our tent by the side of the trail. We 
managed to get a little wood together 
and started a fire in the stove. Inside 
the tent we tramped the snow as hard 
as we could, then put the rubber 
ponchos down. Our first supper in 
Canada consisted of soup made from 
ground dried peas, and tea. Our light 
was from one candle. After supper 
we spread the blankets on the ponchos 
and covered them with the tarpaulin, 
the canvas helped to keep the body 
heat in. The next morning after a 
breakfast of coffee and thawed dough- 
nuts we again loaded our sled and 
pushed on towards Lake Lindeman, 
where we arrived about noon. We set 
up our tent and were open for busi- 
ness. 

At Lake Lindeman a great deal of 
activity was taking place, with most 
stampeders building boats for the 
1,800 mile trip through lakes and 
rivers to the goldfields. Since there 
were no mills the trees had to be 
sawn into lumber by hand. Of course 
the majority of men had no previous 
experience in building boats so a 
large number of crude and odd shaped 
crafts were turned out. Many of them 
when they were launched started to 
leak and sank, others not being bal- 
anced right capsized shortly after 
they were loaded. 

Due to inexperience many problems 
arose for those making the rush to the 
Klondike. But one man’s misfortune 
was often another man’s good fortune. 
One day a man brought in some mer- 
chandise and one of the items was a 
barrel of pitch weighing two hundred 
pounds which I bought for fifteen 
cents a pound. I started to roll the 
barrel to our store but was instantly 
surrounded by people who started to 
bid against each other. We sold it in 
small lots for eighty cents a pound 
and it was gone in about thirty min- 
utes. 

At Bennett we bought a flat-bottom 
boat about twenty-four feet long by 
six feet wide witha false bottom which 
served us well on our trip. It was 
equipped with a short mast and sail, 
a pair of oars and a sweep or a long 
heavy oar for steering. Father en- 
gaged the services of a river man to 
pilot the boat to Dawson, so loading 
our boat with the goods we had on 
hand, we set off. 

After reaching the end of Lake 
Lindeman we had to portage to the 


shores of Lake Bennett but were able 
to guide the empty boat around the 
rocks of the small stream which 
connected the two lakes. At the lower 
end of Lake Bennett was a narrow ford 
which connected with Lake Tagish. 
This was Caribou Crossing, so named 
because at certain seasons ofthe year 
large herds of caribou would cross 
from one part of the mainland to the 
other at this point. 

We sailed across Tagish Lake and 
Marsh Lake, then down the Yukon 
river until we came to the head of 
Miles Canyon. Here we engaged the 
services ofa pilot who knew the waters 
of the famous Miles Canyon and White - 
horse Rapids. The fee for taking the 
boat through these waters was $20.00. 
The rapids were about five miles long 
and took just a few minutes to run by 
boat, but took the pilotnearly an hour 
to walk back along the shore line. 
Women and young boys were not 
allowed to shoot the rapids, so mother 
and I had to walk along the shore line 
to the lower end of Whitehorse Rapids . 
Atthe end of the summer the Mounted 
Police reported that over 7,000 boats 
went through the canyon. Many small 
boats, scows and lives were lost in 
these waters. 

At Miles Canyon we also had to 
register with the North West Mounted 
Police, and after that had toreport at 
each police post along the river. In 
this way a record of all people going 
into the country was kept, and should 
mishap befall to any of them, a search 
patrol was sent out to try and locate 
them. This system was the means of 
Saving many lives and keeping law 
and order. 


Politicians find that the easiest 
way to make a mountain out of a 
molehill is to add a little dirt. 


After leaving Whitehorse we floated 
down the river for some miles until 
we came to Lake LaBarge. At this 
station we again had to be checked by 
the police to see if everything was in 
order and that we had no cantraband 
liquor aboard. We then proceeded 
down the Yukon. 

One evening when we were tied up 
atthe river bank I was fishing off the 
stern and mother was near the bow 
cooking supper when we felt the boat 
bobbing up and down. We looked 
around and found a large bear trying 
to come aboard for he had smelt the 
sugar we had. Quickasa flash mother 
rapped him across the nose with the 
hot end of the stove poker and with a 
howl of rage the bear tore off through 
the brush and trees. It was not funny 
at the time, but later we all got a big 
laugh out of it. 

A couple of days later we reached 
Fort Selkirk, a large trading post 
where we stopped foran hour. In one 


of the storerooms, hanging from the 
rafters and walls were furs which we 
learned were worth about $50, 000. 
After an hour we continued on our way 
and as we neared the end of our jour - 
ney we heard a great deal of shooting 
from other boatmen near us. Bullets 
were hitting the water close to our 
boat, and we discovered that they were 
shooting at a young bull moose trying 
to swim across the river about two 
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hundred feet behind us. Father got 
his rifle and taking careful aim shot 
him. When we reached Dawson that 
afternoon we sold the meat for $100. 
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After my Father died in 1888 and was 
buried in the Barkerville cemetary , 
my Mother sent my eldest sister and 
I down to the Bonepart ranch by stage 
to stay with my grandmother. 


We 
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stayed overnight at the Clinton Hotel 
and enroute [had fallen asleep and in 
some way my head had connected with 
the stage wheel, rubbing the skin off 
mytemple. The lady in charge of the 
hotel, a big stout woman, a Mrs. 
Marshal, tookme in hand and washed 
the blood off my face and applied 
something to the bruise that made it 
sting a lot. Then she took my sister 
and I into the dining room and gave us 
our dinner. 


We had some rice pudding with 
some fine large raisins init. I picked 
out all the raisins and put them on the 
side of my plate, for agood feed later. 
Old Mrs. Marshal popped along and 
said, ‘‘Oh I see the little boy don’t 
like raisins,’’ and went off with my 
plate. I can remember to this day 
what a howling spell I kicked up at the 
loss of my raisin pile, but she never 
brought them back - 

It is little things like this that makes 
memory click. 

In another group picture shown in 
issue shows a photo of T.R. Pattullo, 
who died in Barkerville in 1879. I am 
pretty sure this fellow was a brother 
of Duff Pattullo, who became Premier 
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of B.C. in later years. One time in 
the press Duff was chided that by the 
sound of his name he might be an 
Italian. Duff became quite annoyed 
and said that he was a Scotch Canadian 
and that one of the Pattullo family 
had passed away and was buried in 
B.C. in the real early days. I think 
this Tom fellow is the person he 
meant. 

Another case of memory reaching 
back is of the time when I was six 
years old and went uptown in Barker- 
ville with my Dad. I followed him ~ 
into a Blind Pig of some sort, run by 
a Madam Mon-Dixon, and he bought 
himself a Dick Smith for fifty cents. 
The thing that I think spurred the 
memory was that the Madam was so 
wide that she had to have two chairs 
to accomodate her enormous poster- 
ier. 

An editor, no matter how good he 
is, should be jacked up'now and then. 
In the October issue you have made 
anerror. You have a photoof Telkwa, 
as it used to be, which you name 
Aldermere. The picture right below 
it you call Telkwa, but this must have 
been shot up in Vanderhoof or Prince 
George for itshows a Nechaco Hotel, 
which Telkwa never had. Don’t matter 
much anyway as only me and a few 
others would be any the wiser. 


W. J. O’Neill 
Smithers, B.C. 


## Glad you put the record straight 
Wiggs, however it is a poor editor 
who doesn’t haveanexcuse or at least 
someone to slide the blame on. The 
particular photo came to us already 
captioned, but in view of your infor- 
mation has now been changed. 
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THE TEACHER 


Tonight I got to thinking — 

What work our teachers do; 

How little praise they ever get, 

How well they follow through. 

It seems we seldom give a thought 

To those who teach our young; 

And so they do heroic work, 

Unhonored and unsung. 

For teachers are a race apart — 

Or so they seem to be — 

And yet they hold within their hands, 

Our nation’s destiny. 

They mold our children’s character; 

They teach them right from wrong, 

And they instill, within their hearts, 

The love of Freedom's song. 

They teach them, with their ABC's 

To love their fellow men; 

To practice justice, mercy, truth 

And do the best they can. 

What endless patience they display; 

What good their love imparts; 

What splendid influence they wield, 

From understanding hearts. 

Though some may sing the soldier's 
praise, 

Or hail the statesman’s name; 

I recommend, for lasting worth, 

The Unknown Teacher's fame. 


FRASER RIVER JADE 
Continued from Page 10 


Quickly recognized, the rich green 
boulders were quietly shipped off to 
China. Ancient manifests of the 
eighteen- -nineties are still on record 
in shipping offices in Victoria stating 
tons of ‘rocks’ conveyed from _ the 
village of Lytton, B.C. to Shanghai 
and other eastern ports. Locally, 
old timers still remember how hil- 
arious it appeared to see Chinese 
prospectors trudging through the gold 
fields bent under the weight of huge 
green rocks of no apparent value. In 
retrospect, it is quite likely the Chi- 
nese were getting their laughs too. 
These green rocks were able to bring 
fortune to them, and a goodly number 
of these stone collectors were able to 
bring out their families and settle in 
this new land as a direct result of 
this green bonanza. 

The Indians of the Interior had 
realized the value of Fraser River 
jade hundreds of years earlier. The 
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beautiful colour was of slight impor- 
tance, more valuable to them was the 
fibrous toughness of jade and its en- 
during ability to maintain a sharp 
edge. By means of thin sections of 
sand stone and abrasive-coated raw- 
hide thongs, hatchet heads, wedges , 
digging tools and innumerable other 
implements were skillfully worked by 
the Interior Salish group who appar- 
ently had a franchise on this enter- 
prise. Their produce was widely 
known and was bartered far up the 
coast. Jade travelled inland to Prince 
George, all through the Okanagan and 
well down into what is now Oregon. 
In turn, strange weapons and stones 
common only to areas in the south 
west States appeared in the locality 
of Lytton, introduced possibly by tour - 
ist Indians, but more likely bartered 
for and passed on from tribe totribe. 

The jade business suffered a de- 
cline when the white traders appeared 
in B.C. about acentury and ahalf ago. 
Iron and steel weapons and imple- 
ments were introduced on the market 
and jade became old fashioned and was 
swiftly relegated to the rear of the 
home. 


WANTS TOO MUCH 
The luxuries of today make it 
hard for a man to keep his earning 
capacity geared to his yearning 
capacity. 


Then came the gold rush with its 
jade seekers from the far east. The 
gravelbars and benches ofthe Fraser 
were briefly upended and scoured and 
surface jade of good appearance was 
whisked away. Another half century 
passed and in the late nineteen forties , 
pupils of St.George’s Indian Resi- 
dential School brought to the writer 
pretty water washed pebbles that had 
caught theireye. Eventually, through 
curiosity, a small diamond-edged 
stone saw was purchased to see inside 
the little stones. Books dealing with 
the lapidary came next and a little 
grinding and polishing equipment 
followed. One do-it-yourself Geology 
Course and a good many books later , 
found a goodly number of embryo 
“Rock hounds’’at St. George’s School. 
(Rock hound - a person who devotes 
spare time to hunting rocks of pre- 
cious or semi-precious nature and 
cutting, polishing and possibly mount - 
ing them in silver and gold as items 
of jewellery. ) 

Rock hounds number well over half 
amillion in America andvery soon it 
seemed that most of them had heard 
of the ‘‘new find’’ of Fraser River 
jade. Letters and requests for spec- 
imens arrived from almost every 
State in the U.S.A. Letters came 
from Hawaii, Argentine, Portugal, 
the U.K., Australia, Hong Kong and 
many other countries. 

During the summer months the 


gravel bars ofthe Fraser River again 
feel the step of the hopeful. Rock 
hounds by the score descend on the 
river. Small boulders are scanned, 
scratched, chipped, discarded or 
proudly borne off to far away home 
work shops. The entire river bank 
is searched and researched, till at 
season’s end there is scarcely one 
stone left unturned. Spring comes, 
and with it the high water of the Fraser 
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churns over the bars, rolling, grind- 
ing and completely altering the sur- 
face of each deposit of stone. Each 
year, therefore, the jade hunter has 
fresh ground to search and actually 
there exists an enormous jade field 
that will likely never be entirely de- 
pleted. 

Proof of the infectious nature of 
‘Rock hound Fever’’ is the fact that 
those people in B.C. exposed more 
often to visiting Rock hounds are 
owners of motels and cafes. Several 
local victims of Rock hound Fever are 
Miss Leah Shawof Shaw Springs Auto 
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Court and Cafe, Mrs. Sydney Baker of 
Lytton Copper Kettle Cafe and Bob 
Bouvette of Bouvettes Motel, Lillooet . 
External symptons of the rock hound 
are masses of jade and other gem 
stones on counters, shelves and any 
convenient place so as to be close to 
the owner. Upon hearing the word 
jade mentioned, a gleam appears in 
the eye of these victims, they drop 
whatever they are doing and bring 
forth their treasured pieces of highly 
polished gems. They become ani- 
mated, more jade is produced, com- 
pared, discussed, sold, traded, do- 
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nated. There are no cases recorded 
ofa rock hound recovering, but to be 
fair, there also are no cases on record 
of any ever regretting being caught up 
with this most fascinating of all hob- 
bies. 

Fraser River jade is found in the 
form of river washed boulders in the 
Fraser River, commencing slightly 
north of Lillooet and extending down 
stream as far as Hope. The jade 
boulders vary in size from tiny peb- 
bles to several tons in weight. They 
differ from other boulders onthe river - 
insofar as they are quite often green 
in colour, if not exposed too long to 
weathering agents. Jade is trans- 
lucent, and a ‘‘chip off the whole 
block’’ will admit light and will indi- 


SAME PATTERN 
Some men turn over a new leaf 
and it looks just the same on the 
other side. 


cate the particular quality. Jade is 
dense, heavy and fibrous and willthus 
quite often appear slightly smoother 
and will collect less silt than the 
coarser neighboring rocks. 

Jade varies considerably in both 
colour and value. On the Fraser 
River is found every shade of green 
from deep intense Imperial Jade to 
the palest light green, black jade and 
white jade, blue-green jade and grey 
jade. There is jade at St. George’s 
School that is valued by leading au- 
thorities on jade at over two hundred 
dollars per pound. 

Although jade is our first love, we 
hasten to add there are many other 
gems where the Fraser flows. The 
land is rich in agates of many beauti- 
ful colours such as carnelian, chal- 
cedony, sard and sardonyx. Jasper 
of many hues abounds, also common 
opal. Here also are petrified wood, 
agatized wood and ‘opalized wood 
- greengarnets and red garnets, iris 
or rainbow hued agates and moss 
agates. We are now only opening the 
lid of this fabulous treasure chest that 
is BritishColumbia. Who knows what 
riches we shall reveal as we probe 
deeper in our quest? 


THE END 


“CAN | KEEP HIM, MOM ?¢ 


INDIFFERENCE 
It seems odd that people will 
shed their blood for the right to 
govern themselves, but won’t even 
take time to vote. 
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The phrase, ‘flying by the seat of 
their pants’, was coined in the nine- 
teen twenties. It is a bit hackneyed 
now, having caught the fancy of many 
writers. The facts behind the phrase 
are all too true, however. The words 
explain that when pilots are caught in 
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Typical wilderness country between Whitehorse and Dawson City. Only a 
pilot’s skill and his ability to literally ‘fly by the seat of his pants’ enabled 
him to fly safely over this rugged terrain. 
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the air by bad weather, and poor visi- 
bility, they are still able to keep their 
aircraft on an even keel purely by their 
physical reaction to the aircraft’s 
movements. The term means simply 
that the angle of pressure of the seat 
against the pilot’s ownrump, instinc- 
tively imparts exact flight angles, 
prompting immediate action of the 
controls to maintain a level course. 

All of the pioneer bush pilots could 
fly that way, but air training today 
frowns upon such qualifications, pre- 
ferring that modern airmen rely 
implicitly upon their many instru- 
ments, and not on their physical re- 
actions. Maybe that is the reason 
why so many aircraft are smacking 
into our mountain peaks today. 

When commercial aviation was first 
established in the Yukon, it came with 
the incorporation of Yukon Airways 
and Exploration Company Limited, 
with headquarters at Whitehorse. 

The firm was organized with a 
capital of $50,000, and a Ryan mono- 
plane, fitted with a 200h.p. Wright 
‘Whirlwind’ radialengine was chosen 
for the work ahead. The craft hada 
pay load of 1,200 lbs., or seating 
capacity for four persons, and the 
pilot. Charles Lindbergh had flown 
the original counterpart of the ma- 
chine when he flew across the North 
Atlantic from New York to Paris, in 
May, 1927. 

Owning a part interest in the com- 
pany, Andrew D. Cruickshank took 
over the job of flying the craft, and 
his duties also embraced that of com- 
pany manager. A splendid choice it 
proved to be. Born in Oxford, Eng- 
land, of Scottish parents, Andy had 
served throughout World War One as 
a fighter pilot with the Royal Flying 
Corps, and the Royal Air Force. When 
the war ended he sailed for Canada to 
enlist as a member of the R.C.M.P., 
to serve for five years with that force , 
most of the time in the Yukon. 


Continued on Page 28 
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MUSEUM 


Continued from Page 8 


for safety. Through some blunder, 
it was cut up in sections and hauled 
away as firewood. Great was the 
indignation of the citizenry until the 
pieces were re-assembled and dup- 
licated. Even now, the pieces of the 
original are treasured. 

Prince Rupert has long recognized 
the fascination that totem poles have 
for the tourist. The British Columbia 
Centennial has justified an interest 
in historicallore, aninterest by which 
many citizens were vaguely embar- 
rassed previously. 
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The sides of this Indian storage chest are made of a single board, 


carefully bent at the corners. 


It is only one of dozens of valuable 


Indian artifacts in Prince Rupert's new museum. 


Five years ago, a group of local 
business women, called ‘The Break- 
fast Club’, took the museum as their 
public project, and got it back on its 
feet financially. They aroused the 
interest of the Chamber of Commerce, 
and later of the City Fathers. Mu- 
seum, tourist bureau, and Chamber 
of Commerce form an effective part- 
nership in the attractive new building 
between the Civic Centre and the 
Courthouse. Mrs. Jocelyn Bolton was 
president of the Breakfast Club, the 
year it started with the museum. It 
was limping alongon $400.00 ayear, 
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made up of donations of yisitors. So 
the Breakfast Club puton a tag day to 
raise funds. Mrs. Bolton’s son gave 
an evening of color slides, and the 
silver collection went to the museum. 
When the Breakfast Club folded, it 
donated its remaining funds of over 
$200. 00 to the museum. 

Mrs. Bolton soon discovered that 
she had added the jobofmuseum cur- 
ator to her duties as secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce. The day I 
met her, Mrs. Bolton was wrapping 
valued argillite carvings in news- 
paper, preparatory to their move to 
the new quarters. As soon as she 
emptied a display case, out came a 
brush and a can of pale green paint. 

*‘I like to paint the insides of the 
display cases every now and then, to 
keep them looking fresh, ’’ she said. 


. ‘And this seems a good time, when 


the museum’s closed for the move, 
and the cases are emptied. ’’ ‘ 
It turned out that Jocelyn Bolton is 
handy with a needle, too, when it 
comes to historical exhibits. She 
admits that she has mended rips and 
moth-holes in button blankets and 
ceremonial garments, dry-cleaned 
buckskin fringes, and re-threaded 
old beads. She’s still public-spirited. 
That’s all done after office hours. 
The items on exhibit in Prince Ru- 
pert’s charming new museum are 
mostly Indian artifacts, for the Skee- 
na, Nass and Queen Charlotte Islands 


are rich in artistic Indian crafts. 
There are the one-piece wooden stor- 
age boxes, painted with stylized 
Coastal designs. Cedarbark capes 


These Argillite carvings from the 
Queen Charlotte Islands are works 
of art by any standards. The mus- 
eum in Prince Rupert has some 
outstanding examples of this Indian 
craftsmanship. 
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and skirts, wooden rattles and masks , 
rock carvings, and large metal ‘cop- 
pers’ worth two thousand blankets 
apiece. Spoons made of the horn of 
mountain sheep or goat, and head- 
dresses of grizzly claws or Swans- 
down. Indians working on fishing 
boats in Prince Rupert harbor or in 
commerce in the city are proud to 
see their ancestors so well repre- 
sented. 
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Prince Rupert has many other in- 
teresting things that might well be in 
the museum, if space and funds per- 
mit. Outsiders find vast interest in 
the fishing fleet and landings. I en- 
joyed the model of an oolichan drag- 
net, and ofa salmon trap. I’d equally 
enjoy a model of asalmon troller with 
long lines out, or a halibut seiner 
drawing in a load of flatfish. 

Funds limited the size of the new 
museum, so that storage space is at 
a premium. Some items must be 
stored in the old Indian storage boxes , 
and brought out from time to time as 
changing exhibits. A few of the dis- 
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play cases have cupboard space be- 
low and were donations from city 
merchants. Nowthe Centennial Com- 
mittee has supplied the final drive, 
and these valuable exhibits not only 
have a suitable background for dis- 
play, but a continuing fund. Out of 
$6,000 annual grant, the city has 
earmarked $2,500 specifically for 
the museum, to cover running ex- 
penses. 

The old home of the Museum of 
Northern British Columbia was a 
provincially-owned frame house, al- 
most staggering on rotting wooden 
foundations. The move to a newhome 
came none too soon, for the building 
was recently condemned. It had 
another flaw in that it was much too 
easy to break into, as was proved 
several times. Youngsters broke in 
twice through the basement, and 
though they didn’t touch the valuable 
exhibits, they did pilfer Mrs. Bolton’s 
desk. 

One day she arrived at work to 
discover the front door open. Horri- 
fied, she rushed into the museum and 
foundasmallboythere. She pounced. 
‘‘How dare you break into this build- 


QUEEN OF THE YUKON 
Continued from Page 25 


He resigned in 1924 to again take 
up flying, going to California where 


Andy Cruickshank at Mayo during 
the time he was pioneering comm- 
ercial flying in the Yukon. 
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ing!’’ she began, 

*‘T didn’t break in, Missus,’’ pro- 
tested the bewildered and frightened 
youngster. ‘‘The front door was open 
and I just walked in. I only came to 
Prince Rupert this morning. ’’ 

Mrs. Bolton gulped, but it was the 
truth. However, the lock had been 
forced by earlier arrivals, and for 
the second time the donations box had 
vanished, complete with contents. 
The newest box is of copper, incised 
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“IT ALL STARTED WHEN | TOLD 
MARTHA SHE COULD KEEP THE 
EGG MONEY FOR HERSELF /” 


he flew for movie firms, and barn- 
stormed throughout the state and in 
Utah and Nevada for three years. Then 
came the job as the Ryan’s pilot in 
1927, and to suitably fit the machine 
into the scheme of things, it was 
christened with the most appropriate 
name, ‘Queen of the Yukon’. 

From San Diego, where the Ryan 
was made, the journey to Vancouver , 
B.C. was made by air in leisurely 
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with an Indian design, presented by 
the lady JayCees of Prince Rupert. 

The Museum Association decided to 
continue the donation system, rather 
than charge admission. For one thing , 
Mrs. Bolton couldn’t be at the door 
and on the floor at the same time. 
Second, and surprisingly, donations 
bring in far more than 25¢ admission 
would. For instance, the man who 
dropped in two dollars the other day 
would naturally have paid the straight 
admission charge. And local citizens 
are generous in recognizing the value ~ 
of a museum. 

Donations in future will be reserved 
for new accessions, or for bringing in 
exhibits from elsewhere. Now that 
Prince Rupert has a fireproof build- 
ing, under closer supervision than 
was possible previously, exhibits may 
be borrowed from the Provincial Mu- 
seum, Victoria, the National Museum 
in Ottawa, or elsewhere. It makes 
possible a display that sustains in- 
terest not only for cruiseship passen- 
gers, butalso for hometowners of all 
ages. 


THE END 


fashion. Numerous stop-overs were 
made, where paying passengers were 
taken up for short flights. A total of 


over 1,000 were flown in this manner 
before Cruickshank finally reached 
British Columbia on September 27, 
1927, where he landed at the Lans- 
downe Park Race Track, on Lulu 
Island, a few miles south of Van- 
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One of the original first flight air mail envelopes flown in the Yukon. 
It was carried by Andy in the ‘Queen’ on the return flight from Mayo 


to Dawson on November ll, 1927. 


couver. 

Accompanying him in the machine 
at the time, were Clyde G. Wann, 
company president;W.A.Mundy, man- 
ufacturer’s pilot; Mrs. Mundy and her 
two and a half year old son; and en- 
gineer J.E.Smith. At Vancouver the 
Ryan was dismantled, and shipped 
north aboard the Canadian Pacific 
steamship, Princess Mary, which 
sailed for Skagway, Alaska, October 
17th, to arrive on the 21st. 

The journey north by boat also be- 
came a honeymoon trip, as Miss 
Esmee Buckley, of Vancouver, had 
become the wife of the airman on 
October 17th, so the young couple 
embarked on a seagoing ship and the 
sea of matrimony the same day. 

At Skagway, the Ryan was put a- 
shore, and there assembled. Facil- 
ities fora take-off runway were non- 
existent so a makeshift one was laid 
out along a board covered logging 
road, which meant that once the ma- 
chine was air-borne, there would be 
no possibility of returning to a safe 
landing at Skagway. 
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It is adventurous incidents such as 
this that earned for the pioneer airmen 
the rating that they were reckless 
daredevils. Daring they were, but 
not foolishly so, it was circumstances 
which invariably involved them in 
risky decisions. Cruickshank rose to 
the occasion, and when he took off 
from Skagway’s first improvised ‘air- 
strip’, on October 25th, Mrs. Cruick- 
shank, Clyde Wann, and Smith were 
with him to share in the dangers and 
the glory. 

Loweringclouds and poor visibility 
presented aserious menace to safety , 
and knowing this, Andy tried to per- 
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suade his wife totravel to Whitehorse 
by train, but she would have none of 
it. As Skagway is surrounded by high 
mountainous peaks, the airman was 
obliged to follow a winding course, 
flying through gullies and valleys be- 
tween the rocky cliffs, until an eleva- 
tion of 12,000 feet was reached. 
Twenty minutes were required to gain 
that altitude, and several times it was 
only Andy’s expert handling of the 
controls which saved them from anni- 
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hilation as rocky bulwarks loomed 
near through the mist. 

At last, with safety assured with 
height, a true course was set, going 
directly over White Pass, and they 
reached Whitehorse without further 
incident, in a flying time of one hour 
and ten minutes from the Alaskan 
port. The following day the aerial 
voyageurs flewon to Dawson, to con- 
clude avery successful maiden flight 
in the north by the Queen of the Yukon. 

Beginning November 11, 1927, the 
first air mail and passenger service 
went into effect, connecting the 500 
mile gap between Whitehorse, Daw- 
son, and Mayo. On the first flight, 
the entire distance was flown non-stop 
in just under four and a half hours, 
contrasting sharply with the then reg- 
ulation dog team method, which even 
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under good weather conditions, re- 
quired between twelve to fourteen days 
of tough, overland travel. 

Temperatures often stood at more 
than forty below during many of the 
flights made, but as the aircraft was 
equipped with an air-cooled engine, 
it was well adapted for cold weather 
operations. But considering that the 
Ryan did not possess ski landing gear , 
only wheels, Andy’s powers asa pilot 
in keeping air operations moving can 
well be understood. 

As flying continued during the win- — 
ter, Mrs. Cruickshank accompanied 
her husband on many missions, and 
it fell to her to deliver the mail sack 
at Dawson, on the first flight, made 
on November 11th, while the aircraft 
circled the air field because no stop 
was scheduled. It took all her strength 
to haul the sack up to the open window 
of the cabin and push it through as 
the Queen of the Yukon swept low above 
the heads of the Dawsonites waiting 
below. Such was the unorthodox 
manner in which the first air mail was 
delivered in the Yukon. 

All mail flown was under the per- 
mission of the Dominion Postal au- 
thorities, but other than that official 
touch, they lent nofurther air, neither 
financially, or by publicity. It was 
strictly the Yukon Airways and Ex- 
plorations’ ‘baby’ whether it flour- 
ished or not. Additional to regulation 
postal rates, the company was allowed 
to assess an extracarrying charge of 
twenty-five cents for every letter they 
carried. That sum was of course 
collected from the sender, and the 
company issued their own designed 
‘stickers’ for affixing to every piece 
of mail flown. A single specimen en- 
velope carried on the initial first 
flight of November 11, 1927, is valued 
in stamp catalogues today at $35. 00 
each. If signed by pilot Andy Cruick- 
shank, they are worth five dollars 
more. 

In 1928, Andy severed connections 
with the company to accept a pilot’s 
position with Western Canada Air- 
ways. Some months after he left, the 
Queen of the Yukon was wrecked at 
Mayo, killing the pilot, Patterson, 
who was the sole occupant. The flight 
had been intended as the first one to 
connect the Yukon with Aklavik, which 
is in the Northwest Territories, at 
the delta of the Mackenzie River. The 
airman was landing on a lake at Mayo, 
when the craft crashed through thin 
ice, to become a shattered wreck, 
and she was Queen of the Yukon no 
more 

Andy went on to make an illustrious 
name for himself as a northern ‘bush’ 
pilot, and some of his first flight 
assignments with Western Canada 
Airways was carrying passengers, 
freight, and mail into the then newly 
discovered Red Lake goldfield in 
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The ‘Queen of the Yukon’ in her working clothes, during the winter 
of 1927-28. The makeshift tent nose hanger was all the protection 


during stop-overs at Mayo. 
on the left, and Andy. 
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All photos courtesy the author and Mrs. Cruickshank. 


northern Ontario. He helped to open 
up many of the air routes in the North- 
west Territories until 1933, then 
tragedy struck. 

In June that year, while on a routine 
flight in the employ of Canadian Air- 
ways, he was caught in the air in the 
midst of a cloud overcast which settled 
right down to the ground. He was en 
route from Fort Rae to Great Bear 
Lake at the time, over hilly, and 
densely wooded country. Apparently 
while flying very lowto keep in visual 
touch with the ground to prevent be- 
coming lost, the aircraft flew straight 
into a mist-hidden hillside, killing 
Andy and his two companions, engin- 
eers Horace Tory, and Harry King, 


also employees of Canadian Airways. 

It was the first fatal accident suf- 
fered by Canadian Airways in the high 
north, and it was due entirely to one 
of nature’s freak whims of climatic 
conditions which can ensnare an air- 
plane in flight, almost without a mo- 
ment’s notice. 

The history of the flying Cruick- 
shank’s can be summed up by quoting 
a few lines from a letter written by 
Mrs. Cruickshank, and posted at Daw- 
son, dated November 16, 1927. It was 
sent to her parents in Vancouver, and 
it is through her permission I am 
allowed to repeat it here. 

In part, it reads... ‘‘I am sending 
this letter out by airmail, the first 
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airmail in the north. We are sending 
letters to the Governor General and 
hundreds of other important people. 
The Canadian Legion welcomed us on 
arrival, and we were guests of honor 
at the Armistice Ball, where the Com- 
missioner of the Yukon presented my 
husband and I with a bracelet, and 
a knife studded withnuggets... There 
is absolutely no doubt about it, Andy’s 
name will go down in the history of 
the north... .”’ ; 

Written over thirty years ago, her 
words have become an excellent pro- 
phecy. Neither she, nor Andy will 
ever be forgotten,because their names 
are linked indelibly with the opening of 
the Yukon by air, and with the pioneer 
years of commercial flying throughout 
the entire northland. 


THE END 
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Every so often there crosses an 
editors desk an article of timely sig- 
nificance. We feel that the lead article 
on page 8 fits this category. In an 
informal yet impressive manner it 
spotlights the growth and potential of 
the north. We all know that headline 
making progress has been transform - 
ing the Peace River country but few 
realized that this development has 
contributed some three quarters of a 
billion dollars to the Province in the 
past decade. 

The article was originally a speech 
delivered by Mr. McMahon to the 
National Northern Development Con- 
ference at Edmonton last fall. Then 
it appeared in the excellent trade 
journal ‘Western Miner and Oil Re- 
view’ and to this publication we extend 
our thanks for permission to print the 
article. 

One article in this issue, that of 
Fraser River Jade, is something of 
a scoop. Author Ron Purvis has asked 
that it be used on a ‘first Canadian 
rights’ basis only. Seems that two 
friends of his, Brad Angier of Hudson 
Hope and Richard Harrington are also 
grinding out material on B.C. jade. 
We don’t know Brad Angier, but all 
of our readers are familiar with Dick 
Harrington. In fact the article on 
Page 11 was written by Dick’s wife 
with Dick taking the pictures. 


By way of biography Ron Purvis 
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writes that he was born and lived to 
the age of seventeen in Manitoba. 
Then he filled in five years travelling 
around Canada and Europe courtesy 
the Canadian Government and a Re- 
connaissance Regiment. For four 
years after the war he studied in Cal- 
ifornia, paying his way by working in 
the summer for an army friend. The 
work was different, to say the least. 
His friend owned a gambling club in 
Los Vegas and for seven hours a day 
Ron dealt black-jack. 

He finally settled in what he claims 
is the most ideal part of the world-- 
the Interior of B.C. He is now Vice- 
Principal of St. George’s Indian Res- 
idential School at Lytton. He reports 
that his hours are contentedly filled 
with routine work plus instructing an 
all Indian Cadet Corps and Rifle Team 
and travelling with his wife over the 
more remote regions of B.C. in quest 
for precious stones. He closes by 
adding that they have one Great Dane 
for a pet and two hundred Indian girls 
and boys for a family. 

Those of our readers who saw the 
Grey Cup parade will recall that the 
Prince George float stole the show. 
We are pleased to report that it was 
designed by Barry Curtis, who does 
art work for both our Digest and 
Travelguide. Barry now lives in 
Prince George and is part of the 
‘Prince George Echo’. Another of 
our illustrators for the Travelguide 
and the Digest (he did our Christmas 
subscription advertisement in the last 
issue) designed the float Penticton 
entered in the parade. So keep up the 
good work fellows. Sooner or later 
Vancouverites will be convinced there 
are better places to spend a holiday 
than scooting across the boarder. 

Although winter snow will be with 
us another three months, in one 


section of the Digest office it is spring. 
This is a file labelled ‘May-June 
Issue, Giant. Fishing Edition’. We 
have many photos of fish, fishermen, 
lakes, and similar scenes but could 
use still more. So any of you resort 
owners who would like a little free 
publicity, just send us your fishing 


photos. This of course also applies 
to our readers. But please remember 
that we can use only black and white 
photos. 

We recently received a book which 
might be of interest to many of our 
readers. Itis‘This Was Sawmilling’ , 
written by Ralph W. Andrews, and 
published by Superior Publishing 
Company at Box 2190, Seattle, Wash- 
ington. While the price of $8.75 
seems a little steep, the value is there. 

The book contains one hundred and 
seventy-six pages, eachalmost twice 
the size of pages in an ordinary book. 
Each is laden with pictures of early 
day sawmilling in B.C., Yukon, Wash- 
ington, Oregon, and other Western 
States. Among the hundreds of his- 
torical photos are ones showing wa- 
terpower mills at Prince Rupert, 
Atlin, and Stuart Lake. Anentire page 
is devoted to to oldest Sawmill in 
northern B.C., the famous George- 
town mill built in 1875 near what is 
now Prince Rupert. 

There is a photo of Vancouver Is- 
land’s first sawmill, built af Sooke in 
1853, an excellent shot of men whip- 
sawing lumber, and a double page 
photo of a sawmill operating in what 
is now downtown Vancouver. All 
photos are well captioned and the book 
should give considerable satisfaction 
to those interested in a colorful era 
where ‘the first whistle wailed at 
5:20, the second at 5:40. Boiledbeans, 
ham, hot cakes, and twelve hours 
later $1.50. This was sawmilling. ’ 


THE HAZELTON BANK ROBBERY 


In our Sept-Oct issue we ran several pictures 
of the bank robbery at Hazelton with its result- 
ing gunfight and death for several of the bandits. 
We received many letters requesting further in- 
formation so Wiggs O’Neill will relate the tale. 
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Once aboard the ‘Cariboo Dayliner’’ you'll feel the invitation 
to relax. And as you sit back in the reclining lounge seats you'll 
see B.C.’s breathtaking landscape and unequalled mountain 
scenery. Truly, an unforgettable trip for the whole family! The 
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